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Overview - Accompaniment Skills 
 

Accompaniment 1  (FL2 - 4) 
●​ Provide a foundation 
●​ 3 shapes 
●​ Finding I-IV-V 
●​ 12 chords every key (“Inheriting”) 

 

Accompaniment Variations (FL4 - 6) 
●​ Add rhythmic interest 

 

Fake Books (FL4 on) 
●​ Incorporate all chords taught in Accompaniment 1 
●​ Use to process all skills learned to this point and beyond 

 

Accompaniment 2 (FL7 or 8 - ?) 
●​ More advanced rhythm tracks 
●​ Transpose beyond I-IV-V 
●​ Embellishing 

 

Create Solo Arrangements (advanced skill) 
●​ From lead sheets 
●​ Not part of Simply Music curriculum 
●​ Incorporates Reading, Accompaniment, understanding of how chords are built 
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The Next Phase - Between Acc 1 & Acc 2 
 

1.​ Skill Consolidation 

○​ Incorporate a LOT of chords with ongoing projects 

○​ Layer in a few new chords at a time using projects from Fake Books 

○​ See Additional Chord Chart on p. 4 - use as necessary​

 

2.​ Layering in new skills 

○​ Accompaniment Variations - apply as relevant 

○​ Freedom through structure - develop more freedom​

 

3.​ Practical Application 

○​ Real accompaniment experience with vocalist  

○​ Play along with audio files or YouTube videos 

○​ Accompaniment Workshops / Jam Sessions​

 

4.​ Additional Ideas 

○​ Preparatory learning  

○​ Add some intros or iconic piano parts 

○​ Supplemental Programs 
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Fake Book Recommendations 

 

These books include a wide range of difficulty levels, making them valuable 
resources for years. I’ve used all of these with students.  
 

●​ Disney Fake Book 4th Ed.  

●​ Ultimate Pop/Rock Fake Book 4th Ed. 

●​ The Real Pop Book Vol. 1 

●​ The Real Pop Book Vol. 2 

●​ The Real Rock Book Vol. 1 

●​ The Real Rock Book Vol. 2 

●​ Ultimate Broadway Fake Book 5th Ed. 

●​ The Beatles Fake Book 
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https://www.amazon.com/The-Disney-Fake-Book-ebook/dp/B01N7SN2TY/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3TZP5WXLEDSQH&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gwUhniGWb4BERyespQOqaDbOSS6tYfEy0jV26nJx7YsBvqTvhh-vAiO9wHW69al76ae1697TFtKiBr3qDmen0Lix4EGF4GN-IhB-A5ECB6IqfxTb1aLhIWyVEIaKe9PElWGHnuE2YQQtW9aGcJtAqP2E3t__KWw7mXESxgQPpoJNFKk8ZvLvHaDacfeBolC6fyYhPhPm9VNMPMaXkmcU56Gq4uw2TlSaEyzYbj-MM-4.jH6T7P529LxFiEytqkOYu5FWMnGjexYM_e5T5arYjiU&dib_tag=se&keywords=disney+fakebook+4th&qid=1752353793&sprefix=disney+fakebook+4th%2Caps%2C132&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Ultimate-Pop-Rock-Fake-Book-ebook/dp/B00G9588V8/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1EPYMBCWEBI8Z&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.L68DfHrGyAKhPvu90Ww7mA3c3J9R56PF9VvawkSPprshr6Z8s25tqupfXJy2zaesR3GkhpTTkW8UK6dQTNXGOiw-HA_V_bHNBuZAvHxG_3Q.DSSKU-TREhGQBYDV-27gDg2a8YylNz5tzgbmzcN_flY&dib_tag=se&keywords=ultimate+pop+rock+fake+book+4th+ed&qid=1752354028&sprefix=ultimate+pop+rock+fake+book+4th+ed%2Caps%2C121&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Real-Pop-Book-Instruments-Popular/dp/148033815X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2D39ASI37KTQ7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gPV6xPjboQf1UrrbmArl4eAQ3F7lCqghbR7lYKeTC-wU5Gtx00RU3lgX-BRQKjDI9FJgy-42BWMXG2zl5cKe3nfBMAhT8olynAr0ZV2TqLlrle-pGsd-9EiojNtTUiclFivgX1URErgptdJk3mC2KLxxYi6fbQ4LffJ70spVb5BlHGn-Cpkuk7Z6BT0ml_mQ.vVyoGMYhWzyltyv9W3ZP9gZJZXCtfN8yZWjYIzTD6RQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=real+pop+book+vol+1&qid=1752353883&sprefix=real+pop+book%2Caps%2C149&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Real-Pop-Book-Instruments/dp/1540039889/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3US280CWS85XQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.EdIXjHqNUq6m3Xij2Fg6Z97QZ8HbyJUpqRvPxAlw2JP6-sf_w3U9cuBIQgK85OJK9GxOywNQgAe8Y6zYRMEpL8GNmhksG8yTdFyHEiwf7KgDHASBmyKrIwFQRfPlk92EqZx2qn8Exohf-QpocM_4yQ.z4VEKll2iRFqMKcBHg315wPI0pd1NrTmcTFXHQ-5Bjo&dib_tag=se&keywords=real+pop+book+vol+2&qid=1752353952&sprefix=real+pop+book+vol+1%2Caps%2C238&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Real-Rock-Book-Instruments/dp/1423453883/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3T38OUJ7O14DQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.6Jq5RFsgEVtH2tCyzxP8u_sLxdwKo3s5z31KiesRh6p1kiW1Yvh9WW2GQabzQoMHByPKbvoSGfiylvjDmofolbuTRgd6Na4DkitdlloRqiZXfQqlVG6xMZoESIpn1qShcd4sQcA66RkWQ1FCDarEwqPBd-sgJ9rBdvSXqkH2kBBl7HSSIIcSfZ7m6dImUN3d-tYmg61AOa9jjfU01JrQkOfQMtpW7AHmKQ03JHhi7BM.u9rZ0dXZKtLCWlOK2MvYRwULh_kGf6vYqKuCCPPL2tY&dib_tag=se&keywords=real+rock+book+vol+1&qid=1752353975&sprefix=real+rock+book+vol+1%2Caps%2C122&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Real-Rock-Book-Instruments-Saxophone/dp/1423438531/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3HBCB0VRFR8MP&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.WAVZYU7ttRzEJwGwo6XLCVs3nK3z03EAnR7xEUmF4dGB-YIPJrSgu7Bn3HtNVCuRLBzz7g7Eq6jryEOz3z5PsQ7Q66cnN4iSkV-ubyA2KgaP-oCsQKYQS6PsywG81mJYvuEhiGMCdflnu-KiPOwW3-8an97OKRs1LHC8DbAu15XHaShLpbzDoFxWCUDVpQLycpIqZdXTCdNO8dyR37tQPmpbwnBdJHGkEYv6eBV0sq8.nOun1vmUXY9HUVJPDhdmGHzBkpawa3SxcwQvpTKfIsE&dib_tag=se&keywords=real+rock+book+vol+2&qid=1752353989&sprefix=real+rock+book+vol+2%2Caps%2C163&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Ultimate-Broadway-Fake-Book-ebook/dp/B00G28SD6C/ref=sr_1_1?crid=24A0B9KE43PUC&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.9rUMp_9Wz28TzcUeaeRUa-Ym4zZQJOqOebZhesdqE6fGjHj071QN20LucGBJIEps.hnRs1aTO-RynHccaoCYdqbKAcGL0dFr87D0KR_Lia80&dib_tag=se&keywords=ultimate+broadway+fake+book+5th+ed&qid=1752353906&sprefix=ultimate+broadway+fake+book+th+ed%2Caps%2C130&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Beatles-Fake-Book/dp/B000XY4DII/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3R5F9A5E4AV1V&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.pdeUK-evqlzDcYnJR1YuJTZYXcPx7R3-oiv3N0c28mHUaLLVsjlffkBjAmNMRbRfLuyuaFHkCtw4IQRjBCs0Ox3DsWv22-AHGyfk0X58Z_4_fSrVGbsSuTbEWS_vTP4qVNNbgxngt2mz0qhyFFmPO9KGfDb3gDXH-jOGuO7Uw2uufTgBUn3H_7cNKxW7I_p7SSmQfvjjZOANOyLMNiUmrqZp--ERu4u-LsiqvYdQm5g.aA0XQ0ObKh2puNIew7vgfxemkWjQBM596Vt8jPE6W1k&dib_tag=se&keywords=beatles+fake+book&qid=1752354006&sprefix=beatles+fake+book%2Caps%2C131&sr=8-1
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